/ i 

10551/252 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ^ 

RONALD D. BLUM etal. 
10/022,433 
December 20, 2001 

FLOOR MAT SUPPORT AND DRAINAGE STRUCTURE 
1744 

Randall E. CHIN 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO-1449 forms. Unless 
otherwise indicated herein, one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. The filing of this information 
disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission that the information cited is 
prior art, or is considered to be material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .56(b). It is believed that no fees other than those indicated below are due, but 
authorization is hereby given to charge any additional fees due, or to credit any 
overpayment, to deposit account 1 1-0600. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a final action, Notice of Allowance, or any action that 
otherwise closes prosecution. Please debit Deposit Account No. 11-0600 in the amount 
of $180.00 in payment of the fee under 37 CFR §1 .17(p) to ensure consideration of the 
disclosed information. 

U.S. patents cited for which copies are not provided were cited in parent 
applications 09/553,234, 09/418,752, and 09/304,051, which are relied on for an earlier 
effective filing date. Accordingly, the Applicant is not required to provide copies. 37 
CFR 1.98(d)(1). 
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A substantial number of the foreign references copies of which are provided 
herewith were also cited in parent applications 09/553,234, 09/418,752, and 
09/3t)4,051, and it is noted that under 37 CFR 1.98(d)(1), the Applicant is not required 
to'provide copies. Nevertheless, copies of these foreign references are provided 
herewith for the convenience of the Examiner. 

Other references, both U.S. patents, foreign patents and other information, 
copies of which are provided herewith, were cited in related U.S. or foreign applications. 
Accordingly, copies of the associated foreign search reports and forms 1449 are further 
provided herewith in compliance with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(ii). 

Copies of related co-pending applications have not been provided as these are 
available via the Office IFW system. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at (202) 220-4323 to discuss 
any matter concerning this application. The Office is authorized to charge any fees 
under 37 C.F.R. 1.16 or 1.17 related to this communication to Deposit Account No. 11- 
0600. 



Respectfully submitted, 
KENYON & KENYON 



Date: A/>l/ [0 . t-OQ ^ 



KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, NW - Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 220-4200 
(202) 220-4201 (fax) 




William E. Curry 
Registration No. 43,572 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner Patent 
Initial 



Number 


Issue Date 


Inventor(s) 


2,191,704 


02/1940 


BENNETT 


2,254,830 


09/1941 


SCHLOSS 


2,282,672 


05/1942 


NELSON 


2,512,310 


06/1950 


CORSON 


2,800,215 


07/1957 


CONVERSE 


2,843,868 


07/1958 


BORGSTRON 


2,919,456 


01/1960 


SPIVEY 


3,038,393 


04/1963 


NAPPI 


3,078,490 


02/1963 


ETCHER 


3,141,522 


07/1964 


FITZPATRICK 


3,183,116 


05/1965 


SCHAAR 


3,300,275 


01/1967 


LORMAN 


3,400,421 


09/1968 


NAPPI 
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3,435,481 


04/1969 


KESSLER 


3,501,797 


03/1970 


NAPPI 


3,517,407 


06/1970 


WYANT 


3,578,738 


05/1971 


HUGHES 


3,663,980 


05/1972 


CONKLIN 


3,665,543 


05/30/72 


NAPPI 


3,696,459 


10/1972 


KUCERA et al. 


3,699,926 


10/1972 


STOCKI 


o 7C\o AO A A 






3,717,897 


02/1973 


AMOS et al. 


3,785,102 


01/15/74 


AMOS 


3,886,620 


06/1975 


MILLER 


3,906,578 


09/1975 


HUBER 


3,909,996 


10/1975 


ETTLINGER, Jr. et al. 


4,068,339 A 


1/17/78 


MARUYAMA et al. 


4,107,811 


08/1978 


IMSANDE 
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4,798,754 


01/1989 


TOMEK 


4,822,669 


04/1989 


ROGA 


4,917,975 


04/1990 


De GUZMAN 


4,959,265 


09/1990 


WOOD 


5,018,235 


05/1991 


STAMATIOU et al. 


5,071,628 


12/1991 


ALAZET 


5,114,774 


5/992 


MAXIM, JR. 


5,142,733 


09/1992 


MOGEL 


5,204,1 oy 


U4/iyyo 


TAM 

I AIN 


5,293,660 


03/1994 


PARK 


5,316,817 


05/31/94 


TIMPERLEY *- 


5,335,788 


08/1994 


BEASLEY et al. 


5,344,693 


09/1994 


SANDERS 


5,461,748 


10/1995 


KOIDUKA 


5,500,267 


03/1996 


CANNING 


5,556,685 


09/1996 


SWICEGOOD, Jr. 
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5,562,580 


10/1996 


BEASLEY et al. 


5,571,626 


11/1996 


CUMMING et al 


5,589,246 


12/1996 


CALHOUN 


5,604,027 


02/1997 


SHERIDON 


5,658,637 


08/1997 


VOLZ 


5,723,204 


03/1998 


STEFIK 


5,815,995 


10/1998 


ADAM 


5,826,874 


10/27/98 


TEITEL et al. 




09/1 QQQ 


1 11 1 \J 1 — 1 \ Cl CM. 


5,945,502 


03/1999 


HSIEH etal. 


5,919,540 


07/06/99 


BAILEY 


5,997,995 


12/1999 


SCIANNA 


6,088,984 


7/18/00 


KIRBY 


6,219,876 


04/24/01 


BLUM 


6,233,776 


05/22/01 


BLUM et al. 


6,458,442 


10/01/02 


MCKAY 
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10/316,030 

10/395,793 

10/436,245 

10/631,895 

10/712,375 



Filing Date 

8/14/01 

8/24/01 

11/2/01 

12/11/02 

3/25/03 

5/13/03 

8/1/03 

11/14/03 



Inventor(s) 
KOKONASKI ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
BLUM ET AL. 
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ROC 51781 
ROC 32871 1 
ROC 394679 

WO 9108701 ^ 06/1991 
WO 96 38298 A ^ 1 2/5/96 
WO 00/07811 ^02/2000 
WO 00/16682 03/2000 
WO 00/19871 04/2000 
WO 00/29209 /f 05/2000 
WO 88/03383 05/1/88 
FR 2 761 255 A JK^O/2/98 
0 009 891 A1 J^04/1980 
0 188 005 B2 Jtfoift 986 



Taiwan 

Taiwan 

Taiwan 

WO 

WO 

WO 

WO 

WO 

WO 

WO (English Abstract) 
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EP 

EP 
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1990 
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0 794 244 A1 JM)9/1 997 
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0 971 064 A2 >^ 01/2000 
GB 1 243 445 08/18/71 
GB 1 340 636 A ^12/12/73 
GB 2 054 369 A^02/18/81 
GB 2 268 399 tK<$f 01/12/94 
DE 15 60 709 ^"'0 1/29/70 
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299 11 216 J#%r 12/30/99 
HU 128 691 B unknown 
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United Kingdom 

United Kingdom 
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406090891 04/1994 Japan 



OTHER DOCUMENTS 

Examiner 
Initial 

-1. Advertising Materials For Alma (Advanced Laminated Material 

Applications, Inc.), CleanStep Contamination Control Mat. 12 
pages, 1999. 

2. iif PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, vol. 1998, no. 05, 30 April 1998 

(abstract of JP 1 0 001 646 A, Nitto Denko Corp. 1 -6-98) 

3. & PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, vol. 1998, no. 01 , 30 Jan. 1998 

(abstract of JP 09 253023, DAIKEN IKI KK, 9-30-97) 

4. £f Protective Products Advertisement. 



5. P£ Sole-Parmer Advertisement. 



6. 3m Clean-Walk Mat., 5800 Series.TechnicalData, July 1995. 
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